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ID Number: __________________________________     Grade: ________ 

New Bedford High School Summer Reading Assignment 2017 

Part A. Determining importance  
Consider one elements such as theme or character as 
you read your chosen text. 
Complete this work in of the “Determining Importance” 
section of the student handout. 
 
Performance criteria for this work are as follows: 
 

1. Choose one element from the following: (theme 
or character.) 

2. Claim: Briefly state why your chosen element is 
important. 

3. Evidence: Include two quotes to support your 
claim for chosen element.  

4.  Reasoning: Explain how your quotes support 
your claim. 

Part B. Making Connections 
Make connections between the text to yourself, friends, 
family, or the world. 
Complete all elements of the “Making Connections” section 
of the student handout. 
 
Performance criteria are as follows: 
 

1. Claim: State your connection to the text. 
2. Evidence: use information from the text to support 

your claim. 
3. Reasoning Briefly explain why the connection is an 

important one. 
 

 

Due: Friday, September 8, 2017 

Directions: 

1. Read a book of your choice from the summer reading list provided. We encourage you to read as many books 

as you can over the summer, but you are required to complete the summer reading assignment for one book. 

All 2017-18 Grade 8 dual enrollment and Grades 9 – 12 English Language Arts students are required to read 

one book and complete parts A-D of the HOT Box assignment below. Grades 9 & 10 English Language Arts 

Honors students are required to read two books from the summer reading list and complete parts A-D of the 

HOT Box assignment below for each of the two books. 

 

2. Respond: All students will demonstrate their knowledge of the book(s) by completing all parts of the summer 

reading assignment. See guidelines below for parts A, B, C, and D of the assignment. 

 



 
Thematic ideas: One word that prevails as an idea in the text  

  Examples:  a friendship, courage, redemption, bravery, leadership. 

*Themes: The universal messages the author is sending in a complete sentence. 

Example: In the story of “The Three Little Pigs” the author is using the experiences of the three little pigs to 

emphasize the importance of taking the time to do something right to achieve full benefit 

*Universal: The example theme of the three little pigs is considered universal because it can be applied to humans                        

across cultures as a general lesson and not specific to characters in the story 

Requirements for All Students 

 

Students enrolled in grades 9-12 must read at least ONE book from the summer reading list over the summer 

(multiple books are encouraged!) Students must complete the summer reading assignment according to 

guidelines on previous page and prepare to submit all assignment products to their English Language Arts 

teacher on Friday, September 8, 2017. Students will be given time to share their reading with their classmates 

and teachers in English Language Arts class.  

 

Honors English Requirements 

 

Students enrolled in Honors English grades 9 & 10 are required to read at least TWO books from the list and 

complete the assignment for each book. These students are also required to write a paper about their book(s) 

once they return to school (as determined by their teacher). This assignment will count as 10% of their first term 

grade.  

 

AP English Language Arts Requirements 

 

Students enrolled in AP English Literature and Composition and AP Language and Composition will complete 

an alternative summer reading assignment as outlined by their respective AP English teacher. Please see AP 

Summer Reading link on the main page of the New Bedford Public Schools website for assignment guidelines. 

 

Book List 

Please refer to page 8 of this document for the list of summer reading book choices.  

 

 

 

 

 

Part C. Questioning 
 
Write three challenging questions you thought of while 
reading.  
Complete all elements of the “Questioning” section of 
the student handout. Use the questioning stems 
provided in the handout to help you form questions. 
 
 

Part D. Visual Representation 
 
Performance criteria are as follows: 
 
Create a visual /graphic representation (caricature, book or 
chapter cover, event or any other idea you have) 

1. Explain what you see in your own visual and what it  
means using the chart provided  



 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Part A: Determine Importance 

Long Composition Persuasive Paragraph Organizer 

Claim 

Criteria: Arguable, complete sentence, address prompt, informed, and connects character/topic to theme 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Evidence 

Criteria: Provide, introduce, and cite relevant evidence that supports your claim 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reasoning 

Criteria: Explain evidence and how it connects to/supports your claim about how character/topic connects 

to text’s theme. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Part B. Making Connections 

Make connections between the text to yourself, friends, family, or the world. 

Complete all elements of the “Making Connections” section of the student handout. See criteria in HOT Box. 

CER Organizer 

Claim 

 

 

 

 

⬇ 

Evidence 

 

 

 

 

 

 

⬇ 

Reasoning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Part C. H.O.T. Questions 

Write at least three challenging questions you thought of while reading. Complete all elements of the 

“Questioning” section of the student handout. 

Question Stems: 

Why does (character) say/act/feel/think/look/do _____________? 

Why do you think ____________? 

What might (character) do next? 

What might happen after ____________? 

How does ________ connect to ________? 

What does ___________ remind you of? 

How is this similar to ___________? 

How is this different from ___________? 

How would you feel if _____________? 

How is ____________ different from the rest of the novel? 

What theme does ___________ create? 

Why is this quote important? 

What effect does this imagery/metaphor/simile/diction/line/details/symbol have on the novel? 

How does the author show us____________? 

Why does the author ________________? 

Do you agree or disagree that _________________? Why or why not? 

What is the most important part of ______________? 

What do you think about ____________? Why? 

Did you like ____________? Why or why not? 

Was _______________ important? Why or why not? 

Questions: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Part D. Visual Representation 

Create a visual /graphic representation (caricature, book or chapter cover, event or any other idea you have). 

This can be done using separate materials. Organizer below can be used for reference. 

Drawing You See It Means 

   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HOT BOX: Performance Criteria/Did-I Sheet 

Focus: Did I identify the theme or character I’m focusing on? Check off each item as you complete the tasks. 

 

Importance: Did I….. 

1. Write a response to one or both of these questions:  
a. Why is this theme or character important to study? 

2. Include the following:  
a. Claim: A brief statement why this is important to study?  

Evidence:  two quotes that support your claim? 

Reasoning: A brief explanation how the quotes support the claim I made. 

 

Making Connections: Did I….. 

1. Claim: Include a brief statement about your connection to yourself, family, friends or the world 
2. Evidence: Cite at least one detail from the text about each item I’m connecting that demonstrates how they are 

similar? 
3. Reasoning: Explain how the detail is important  
 

Questioning: Did I….. 

1. Write down three questions I have about this.  
 

Visual Analysis/Representation: Did I….. 

1. Construct a visual representation  
2. Fill out the you see and it means   



College ELA, Grade 9-12 

Author Title Synopsis 

Aveyard, Victoria Red Queen*^ In a world divided by blood—those with common, Red blood serve the Silver-blooded elite, who are gifted with superhuman abilities—seventeen-
year-old Mare, a Red, discovers she has an ability of her own. To cover up this impossibility, the king forces her to play the role of a lost Silver 
princess and betroths her to one of his own sons. But Mare risks everything and uses her new position to help the Scarlet Guard –a growing Red 
rebellion—even as her heart tugs her in an impossible direction. 

Condie, Allyson 
Braithwaite 

Matched*^ In the Society, officials decide. Who you love. Where you work. When you die. 
Cassia has always trusted their choices. It’s hardly any price to pay for a long life, the perfect job, the ideal mate. So when her best friend appears 
on the Matching screen, Cassia knows with complete certainty that he is the one…until she sees another face flash for an instant before the 
screen fades to black. Now Cassia is faced with impossible choices: between Xander and Ky, between the only life she’s known and a path no one 
else has ever dared follow—between perfection and passion. 

Hesse, Monica Girl in the Blue 
Coat*^ 

Hanneke spends her days procuring and delivering sought-after black-market goods to paying customers, her nights hiding the true nature of her 
work from her concerned parents, and every waking moment mourning her boyfriend, who was killed on the front line when the Germans invaded. 
She likes to think of her illegal work as a small act of rebellion. But one day Hanneke gets a very unusual request. One of her regular customers 
asks her to find a girl. A girl who has disappeared from the secret room in her house. A Jewish girl… As she searches for clues, Hanneke is drawn 
into a dangerous web of lies, secrets, and mysteries. Can she find the runaway before the Nazis do? 

Lewis, John March: Book One* March is a vivid first-hand account of John Lewis’ lifelong struggle for civil and human rights, meditating in the modern age on the distance traveled 
since the days of Jim Crow and segregation. Rooted in Lewis’ personal story, it also reflects on the highs and lows of the broader Civil Rights 
Movement. (Graphic Novel) 

Reynolds, Jason; 
Brendan Kiely 

All American Boys* A bag of chips. That’s all sixteen-year-old Rashad is looking for at the corner bodega. What he finds instead is a fist-happy cop, Paul Galluzzo, 
who mistakes Rashad for a shoplifter, mistakes Rashad’s pleadings that he’s stolen nothing for belligerence, mistakes Rashad’s resistance to 
leave the bodega as resisting arrest, mistakes Rashad’s every flinch at every punch the cop throws as further resistance and refusal to STAY 
STILL as ordered. But how can you stay still when someone is pounding your face into the concrete pavement? In this Coretta Scott King Honor 
Award–winning novel, two teens—one black, one white—grapple with the repercussions of a single violent act that leaves their school, their 
community, and, ultimately, the country bitterly divided by racial tension. 

Roux, Madeleine Asylum*^ Three teens at a summer program for gifted students uncover shocking secrets in the sanatorium-turned-dorm where they’re staying- secrets that 
link them all to the asylum’s dark past. 

 

Dual Enrollment and Honors ELA, Grade 9-10 

Author Title Synopsis 

Federle, Tim The Great 
American 
Whatever* 

Quinn Roberts is a sixteen-year-old smart aleck and Hollywood hopeful whose only worry used to be writing convincing dialogue for the movies he 
made with his sister Annabeth. Of course, that was all before—before Quinn stopped going to school, before his mom started sleeping on the 
sofa…and before the car accident that changed everything. 

Hardinge, Frances The Lie Tree* Faith's father has been found dead under mysterious circumstances, and as she is searching through his belongings for clues she discovers a 
strange tree. The tree only grows healthy and bears fruit if you whisper a lie to it. The fruit of the tree, when eaten, will deliver a hidden truth to the 
person who consumes it. The bigger the lie, the more people who believe it, the bigger the truth that is uncovered. 

Manzano, Sonia Becoming Maria: 
Love & Chaos in 
the South Bronx^ 

Set in the 1970s in the Bronx, this is the story of a girl with a dream. Emmy Award-winning actress and writer Sonia Manzano plunges us into the 
daily lives of a Latino family that is loving—and troubled. This is Sonia's own story rendered with an unforgettable narrative power. When readers 
meet young Sonia, she is a child living amidst the squalor of a boisterous home that is filled with noisy relatives and nosy neighbors. Each day she 
is glued to the TV screen that blots out the painful realities of her existence and also illuminates the possibilities that lie ahead. But—click!—when 
the TV goes off, Sonia is taken back to real life—the cramped, colorful world of her neighborhood and an alcoholic father. But it is Sonia's dream of 
becoming an actress that keeps her afloat among the turbulence of her life and times. 

Miller, Sarah The Borden 
Murders: Lizzie 
Borden & the Trial 
of the Century 

Lizzie Borden took an axe, gave her mother forty whacks. When she saw what she had done, she gave her father forty-one. 
Miller takes readers along as she investigates a brutal crime: the August 4, 1892 murders of wealthy and prominent Andrew and Abby Borden. The 
accused? Mild-mannered and highly respected Lizzie Borden, daughter of Andrew and stepdaughter of Abby. Most of what is known about Lizzie’s 
arrest and subsequent trial (and acquittal) comes from sensationalized newspaper reports; as Miller sorts fact from fiction, and as a legal battle 
gets underway, a gripping portrait of a woman and a town emerges.  

Woodson, 
Jacqueline 

Brown Girl 
Dreaming* 

Raised in South Carolina and New York, Woodson always felt halfway home in each place. In vivid poems, she shares what it was like to grow up as an 
African American in the 1960s and 1970s, living with the remnants of Jim Crow and her growing awareness of the Civil Rights Movement. Touching and 
powerful, each poem is both accessible and emotionally charged, each line a glimpse into a child’s soul as she searches for her place in the world. 
Woodson’s eloquent poetry also reflects the joy of finding her voice through writing stories, despite the fact that she struggled with reading as a child. Her 

love of stories inspired her and stayed with her, creating the first sparks of the gifted writer she was to become. 
 

*eBook/e-audiobook available from SAILS Library Network Overdrive, visit sails.overdrive.com. A valid SAILS member library card is required.  

^Spanish translation available 



 

HOT Box: Rubric 

 0 1 2 3 4 

Determining 
Importance 

Did not include 
here or in his/her 
notes. 

Partially completed a CER; 
needed lots more detail; 
met few of the 
performance criteria. 

Partially completed a CER; 
needed more detail; met 
some of the performance 
criteria. 

Completed a solid, 
thoughtful CER; met most 
of the performance criteria. 

Completed a thorough and 
thoughtful CER; met all of 
the performance criteria. 

 0 1 2 3 4 
 

Making 
Connections 

Did not include 
here or in his/her 
notes. 

Partially completed a CER; 
needed lots more detail; 
met few of the 
performance criteria. 

Partially completed a CER; 
needed more detail; met 
some of the performance 
criteria. 

Completed a solid, 
thoughtful CER; met most 
of the performance criteria. 

Completed a thorough and 
thoughtful CER; met all of 
the performance criteria. 

 0 1 2 3 4 

Questions Did not include 
questions 

Generated one recall 
question. 

Generated one thoughtful 
question. 

Generated two thoughtful 
questions. 

Generated three or more 
thoughtful questions. 

 0 1 2 3 4 

Constructing/ 
Analyzing 

Visuals 

Did not include 
visual 

Included 2 important 
details; made related 
inference; submitted a 
chart. 

Included 3- 4-6important 
details;  submitted  a chart( 

Included 5 important 
details; made at least 2 
related inferences; 
completed a chart 

Included 6-7 important 
details; made related 
inferences; completed a 
thorough conclusion (CER). 

 0 1 2 3 4 

 
Grades:     A (16-13)    B (12-9)     C (8-5)     D (4)     F (Below 4) 

 
Total Score: 

 
 

 

 


